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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Morrow 


Thayer, Jane 
THE POPCORN DRAGON $2.00 = 
There's something comically wistful about this poor little dragon Dexter, as 
he struts about showing off and blowing smoke rings in front of all the other animals. 
They get fed up with him though, and Dexter's an unhappy dragon until he learns a lesson 
from his dragon mama about politeness- and starts popping corn with his fiery breath to 
give to all his animal pals. Jay Hyde Barnum's two tones are in the spirit. Cloth. 


(9/23 Le: 53-6661) 
we 


Liang, Yen Oxford 
TOMMY AND DEE-DEE $1.50 


A catching cross-section of social differences and similarities takes everyday 
instances in the lives of Dee Dee (who appeared last year in the author's first book 
Dee Dee's Birthday) in China and Tommy in America. Unlike Tommy, Dee Dee sleeps when 
he's awake, eats with -chopsticks while Tommy uses a fork, etc.- but like him, he enjoys 
parades, playing bandit, laughing. Fetching blue and brown toned drawings by the author 
are colorful parallels to the simple text. Cloth. (8/6) 


Preston, Hall & Barr, Catherine Oxford 
THE BEAR CUBS ESCAPE $1.75 


Two cubs who get into a jam with a beehive present an object lesson on the 
virtue of honesty- but its a bit too honeyed up for our tastes. After trying to steal 
some honey, the cubs are chased all over by an angry swarm, until they finally jump into 
@ pond- the wiser for their experiences. The author's pencil drawings show an unbe- 
lieévably long chase and hackneyed postures strictly for the undtscriminating. Cloth. 


(9/10) . 


Little Golden Books Simon & Schuster 
Publ. Ea. 25¢ 


Andersen, Hans Christian- THUMBELINA~ The tale of the tiny girl who flew away 
with the sparrow to marry the King of the flower spirits is simply retold by Gustav 
Tenggren and illustrated with his happy, colorful pictures. 


* Brown, Margaret Wise- THE SAILOR DOG- Funny, sagacious pictures by Garth 
Williams go with the one-dog, he-dog adventures of Scuppers. On the bounding main, 
Scuppers is wrecked- but he repairs his ship, hits an Arabian port (where the dogs are 
veiled), gets new gear and heads for the sea again- happily. 


Carlin, Steve- ROOTIE KAZOOTIE, DETECTIVE- As a TV show that hits at the same 
level as Howdy Doodie, it is nevertheless eclipsed by the latter's popularity. And in 
book form Rootie Kazootie's sleuthings after Poison Zoomack who stole the dots off Polka 
Dottie's dresses, are a little on the garish side. Pictures by Mel Crawford. 


Nolte, Nancy- THE GINGERBREAD MAN- A variation on the familiar recounts how 
the Gingerbread Man ran away from the old man, the old woman, and all the animals of the 
forest, but finally got eaten up by the wily fox. Appetizing pictures by Richard Scarry. 
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Potter, Marian- THE LITTLE RED CABOOSE- Another personalized railroad story 
(they're always popular) about a comical caboose who feels throughly unwanted until he's 


instrumental in saving his train from sliding backwards on a difficult mountain run. Tibor 
Gergely's pictures of all the cars and passing scenery have lots of bounce. i 





Scarry, Patsy- MY KITTEN- A very serious, very chubby little girl earnestly 
tells us about her kitten Flubby- as she romps with him and minds him through the day. 
Eloise Wilkin's pictures have sweetened the roundness of babyhood, human and feline, to 


saturation. 

Scarry, Patsy- DANNY BEAVER'S SECRET- After he goes about borrowing things myste- 
riously from all his friends, Danny Beaver's secret turns out to be a splendid new swimming 
pool for the whole community. Industrious pictures by Richard Scarry. 


* Scarry, Richard- RABBIT AND HIS FRIENDS- After he was found by Rabbit and his 
friends, the innocent little ornithorynchus. anatinus. gets a flying send-off when a circus 
discovers he's a duckbilled platypus and features him. Three cheers for a nice side show 


and the author's wide-eyed pictures. 


Ets, Marie Hall Viking 


ANOTHER DAY $1.75 


A book remarkably likeyn The Forest - in its form and trimmings, tells another 
charming and fanciful story about a little boy who goes into the woods for a confab with 
all the animals. This time the bears, the elephant, the giraffe etc. all perform a par- 
ticular feat, but the little boy can do something they can't- he can laugh. And he wakes 
from his dream laughing. The author's wood block technique pictures add a nice quality to 


a story of simple wisdom. Cloth. (8/21) 


Palazzo, Tony Viking 


MR. WHISTLE'S SECRET $2.50 & 


jeesewes ois the magic music that makes him whistle when he winds his magic clock. 
Mr. Whistle lives in the shop where he makes toys to sell, but when the music plays the 
Enchanted Doll gets up to dance and everyone has a wonderful time. Written and illus- 
trated with large, strong, colored pencil drawings, by the author ofThe Great Othello, 
this theatrical fairy tale should enchant magic minded mites. Cloth. (9/4) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 
Big Treasure Bocks Crosset & Dunlap 
paper over board: ea. $1.00 
THE BIG TREASURE BOOK OF CHRISTMAS- A collection of well-known psalms, carols, 
short stories and verse are centerpieces for attractive spreads and friezes by Dellwyn 
Cunningham in this holiday anthology. End papers of Clement Moore's The Night Before 
Christmas indicate stramg family appeal for a marketable item. Music for the songs has 


been arranged by Dorothy B. Commins. (9/7) 


* Sutton, Felix- THE BIG TREASURE BOOK OF CLOWNS- The author claims this is the 
first book about clowns per se ever published. It is a bright tribute- with its big, aptly 
overblown pictures, by James Schucker, centered around informative paragraphs on historical 
development, types, famous clowns today and how they entertain. Of interest to elders as 


well as the read-alouds themselves. (9/7) 


Sutton, Felix- THE BIG TREASURE BOOK OF WHEELS- "70 Things That Move on Wheels" 
are pictured, by Art Seiden, and briefly explained on the pages of this book. From the 
lawn mower and roller skates, on to trains, trucks and steamrollers, where material is 
proportionately broader- here is a nice concept-builder to make boys and girls realize . 
the far-reaching implications of a basic development. (9/7) i 
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Terhune, Albert Payson- LAD: A DOG- Illustrated with big, overpoweringly 
colored pictures by William Bartlett and trimmed down as to story by Bella Koral, this 
is turned from melodrama into the grotesque. Lad's adventures are well known; his deeds 
of faith and courage are spoiled by misunderstandings until his bravery (if bravery can 
by defined as pure impetuousness) is recognized at last. But their bare outline here is 
pretty te emotionalism. For dog lovers with strong stomachs and lovers’ blind- 
ness. T/? 


Weisgard, Leonard- MY FIRST PICTURE BOOK- A stanza to each big page of Mr. 
Weisgard's pictures to take youngsters on entrancing trips to a whole lot of places. "All 
around the kitchen, what do you see?"- begins the first page, and there are the cabinet, 
the stove, a basket of puppies. And in the same vein are descriptions of school, woods, 
the city, the harbour, the theatre, the pet shop- whatever you like. Good times. (9/7) 


Coatsworth, Elizabeth Macmillan 
OLD WHIRLWIND * $2.00 


A rather uninspiring tale of Davy Crockett's youth is the fifth title in the 
Once-Upon-A-Time-in-Amer:cq series, (see 1953, p. 68 for the last one). Against his 
wishes twelve year old Davy is sent with the grasping drover, Hunk Dorr, on a trip to 
Baltimore. With Davy goes his trusting hunting dog Whirlwind, but each step of the 
journey reveals more of Dorr's dishonesty- until the pair finally run away, and on the 
way home meet a friend and a Quaker teacher Mr. Bisbee, who promises to give the boy the 
book learning he wants. Too simply told for 8 to 11 interests, but the chain of events 
may fire younger imaginations. Firm drawings by Manning de V. Lee. Cloth. (9/8) 


Zim, Herbert Morrow — 
WHAT'S INSIDE THE FARTH? $1.75 


Sound basic geology following the same textual and pictorial pattern as Zim's 
other familiar What’s Inside? books. A page of simple, easy to read text, and a facing 
picture pose the question and part of the answer while the next two pages- an amplifying 
text in double columns and another picture, tell about the inside. In this way the 
aspects of our globe- its layers, a typical coal mine, a cave, an earthquake, a volcano, 
@ mountain- are explained. Valuable classroom material. Raymond Perlman's natural 
drawings in brown and green convey an added earthiness. Cloth. (9/9 Ie: 53-8799) 


Chalmers, Audrey Viking 
HECTOR AND MR. MURFIT $1.75 
* One of the doggiest dog stories in a 's age tells about Mr. Murfit who 


lives in his pet shop with all sorts of birds, fish, three chihuahua puppies- and HECTOR. 
Hector's so huge he knocks things over every time he wags his tail. And nobody wants to 
buy him. The customers buy the chihuahuas instead. Then Hector takes a hint, journeys 
to a nearby suburb and finds a perfect owner with a large yard and a vacant dog house. 
Miss Chalmer's soft brown pencil characterizations will remind you of all the funniest 
dogs you've ever seen. Cloth. (9/4) 


Gay, Zhenya Viking 
JINGLE JANGLE $2.00 


* Gay and touching, clever and delightful rhymes about animals and country things 
add some of the quality of Milne to an unmistakable originality that will enchant any and 
all with a bit of the child in them. A sunny day- mice at night- going barefoot- a 
napping caterpillar who's taken off his five pairs of shoes to rest- chocolate cake- 
these for a small taste of easily swinging, "“I‘d-like-to-be” flavoured verses. The 
author has done her own humorously styled drawings for each. More, please. Cloth. 


(8/21) 
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Coward-McCann 
NING'S PONY $2.00 


Set in China, a nice finding-out story that starts when Ning's wealthy Uncle 
Wong leaves Bo-Lo, a sturdy mongolian pony, as a gift after a visit to his farm. Ning's ie 
father is delighted with Bo-Lo as a new aid. But it takes Ning's ingenuity to overcome 

Bo-lo's serious fault- his fear of the bridge on the way to the field- by blindfolding 

the pony so he'll be led willingly. Happy drawings by Kurt Wiese. Cloth. (9/2 Le: 53-8392) 


McClung, Robert oa Morrow 
TIGER, The Story of a Swallowtail Butterfly $2 .00.— 


Hawkes, Hester 


Well known for his Spike, The Story of a Whitetail Deer and Sphinx, The Story of 
a Caterpillar, the author gives first readers another book in similar pattern. His spread 
drawings in black and white and green and yellow go with an easy text to tell of Tiger as 
he flits around the country side, sees friendly and hostile animals, mates- and how one 
of his caterpillars grows and in turn turns into another Swallowtail. Reliable classroom 


and supplementary reading. Cloth. (9/23, Ie: 53-6664) 


Goudey, Alice Scribner 
JUPITER AND THE CATS $2.00 


Grend teething exercise for young readers makes a funny, fantastic story when 
the terrier Jupiter is made miserable by the neighborhood cats. Pleasant days with his 
owners and his friends around town seem gone forever when the cats start to bother Jupiter, 
but just when he is about to succumb, a forgetful lady who had given his mistress a myste- 
rious herb, remembers it's catnip... and so Jupiter's tormentez are enticed from their 
prey. Paul Brown's red and black drawings convey the urgency of the situation. (8/24) 


CLASSICS, REPRINTS, INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 


Emerson, Caroline D. Dutton 
NEW YORK CITY OLD AND NEW $3.50 * 


Announcing a new edition, revised, of Old New York for Young New Yorkers. first 
published in 1932 and illustrated with well designed black and white drawings by Alida 
Conover and James MacDonald. (7/31 LC: 53-6071) 


Grahame, Kenneth Scribner 
THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS $2.50 


Announcing an attractive new edition of the classic, illustrated by Ernest H. 
Shepard, for which the artist has done six new drawings to supplement the already familiar 
ones. (8/24) 
EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Lampman, Evelyn Sibley Doubleday 
TREE WAGON $2.50 


A captivating pioneer story follows the Luelling family on their trek from 
Indiana to Oregon where they are among the first to settle and have their part in the ex- 
tensive fruit tree farms of the Willamette Valley. Twelve year old Seenie Luelling, im- 
pulsive and highly imaginative, makes a perfect heroine. Seenie's unhappiness at having 
to leave her cat and kittens behind is replaced with pride when her father gives her a 
gooseberry bush to care for as her own. The long journey, the wagons with their delicate 
burdens and a large family are a background for Seenie's delightful and vivid experiences. - 
river crossings, frightened (and frightening) Indians, new friends along the trail, inter- 
mittent brushes with her friend and rival, Peter, and a growing responsibility. And in 
Oregon, there's high promise for the future. Robert Frankenberg's drawings add atmosphere 
to a very real book. (9/24 LC: 53-9138) 











Authentic atmosphere. Illustrated by Vera Neville. (9/23 LC: 53-8761) 
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Beim, Jerrold Harcourt, Brace 
ROCKY 'S ROAD $2.75 


* Again Jerrold Beim combines problem solving with adventure to turn school ex- 
periences into a grand book for sixth and seventh graders. When a misunderstanding with 
a bully Brian, keeps Rocky and his friend Norm from positions on the basketball team, 
Rocky helps Walter, a new boy, start a school newspaper. In spite of Brian's taunts 
about the “paper gang" Rocky has fun. Then Brian is kicked off the team and Rocky and 
Norm have another chance. But the choice Rocky must now make between sports and journal- 
ism isn't resolved until he fights Brian's attempt to ruin the paper, decides his place 
is with Walter and lets Norm be on the team. Completely alive. Paul Galdone'’s drawings. 
(9/24 Le: 53-7861) 


Sorenson, Virginia Harcourt, Brace 
“CURIOUS MISSIE” $2.50 


A Little Lower Than The Angels (Knopf) and The Neighbors. (Reynal & Hitchcock) 
established this writer's interest in the rural Southwest and now her life in Alabama 
and preoccupation with local library and bookmobile problems is the focus of her first 
juvenile. Third grader, Missie Topping, whose father is a cotton grower, rouses the 
community to the need for a bookmobile through her awareness of the value of books in 
everyday life. With her teacher's help, Missie talks to the commissioners; with her 
newly started aviary, inspired by nature books, she is successful in persuading her 
father of the importance of birds in insect control; and she wins her argument that 
taxes spent on a travelling library would eventually save all of them money in learning, 
from books, how to do things for themselves. Perhaps too idealistic in tone but the 
combination of serious and adventuresome material has value. Illustrated by Marilyn 
Miller. (9/24 LC: 53-7872) 


Buff, Mary & Conrad Houghton, Mifflin 
MAGIC MAIZE $3.00 


* The authors of The Apple and the Aryow- about William Tell, and Peter's Pinto 
a story with a Mormon background- with an exciting adventure that reveals some truths 
about a simmering country- Guatemala. When his wandering brother Quin visits Fabian, an 
Indian boy, and gives him some gringo corn kernels, Fabian must plant them in secret by 
some old Mayan ruins, to keep from arousing his prejudiced father's anger. While plant- 
ing Fabian finds a valuable earplug. Later he is able to help some visiting archeolo- 
gists who in turn help pacify Fabian's father and finance a promising boy's education. 
Conrad Buff's dramatic black and white and full color pictures have startling effects. 
(9/1 Le: 53-6212) 


Heuman, William Lippincott 
LITTLE LEAGUE CHAMPS $2.50 


Mr. Heuman usually sticks his two cents worth about social adjustment into his 
routine sports novels (see Fighting Five- 1950, P. 388, and Junicr Quarterback-1952, p. 
553). The main problem- besided sports skill~ that the Beaver team in the small town of 
Williston must overcome, is lack of respect for their rather uninspiring coach, Al Martin. 
The next is the "class"quarrels that the boys- who are a cross section of Williston 
society- have among themselves. The third is to win the national Championship at Willian- 
sport, Pa. They do admirably at all three, but an unfortunately blunt narrative makes 
it all more @bvious than real. Illustrated by William Ricketts. (9/9 LC: 53-8908) 


Rydberg, Ernie Longmans, Green 


BRIGHT SUMMER $2.50 


Young, crippled Teresita Madrigal, daughter in a southern California Mexican 
fruit picking family,spends a summer at home that has its sunny and its realistic moments. 
She loves to draw and has happy times going orange and lemon picking, to a fiesta and on 
excursions around the small settlement of La Golondrina. There's a problem when the 
Madrigal's need to work prevents Teresita's return to school and a favorite teacher, but 
when she does, there is the promise that her crippled leg can be cured by an operation. 
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McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 


Baker, Margaret J. 


HOMER SEES THE QUEEN $2 25 
The author of Homer the Tortoise presents a Coronation item with a broad con- | 
bination of fantasy, reality and gay co-incidents of British family life. Lettice, Dul- & 


cibella and Mouse Brown- Homer's young mistresses, are on a visit to Aunt Lobelia in Lon- 

don. Homer's astounding deeds, in which the three girls are equally involved, include 

meeting a professor, mating with Florence, a turtle owned by an old maid who in turn gets | 
to know the professor, etc. etc.- andfinally traipsing out into the Coronation procession 
to greet the Queen-wh. accepts Homer's and Florence's two offspring for the young prince 

and princess. More for the Thames than the Hudson. Apt drawings by Garry MacKenzie. (9/2) 


Lindquist, Willis McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
BURMA BOY $2.00 


* Along the reaches of the upper Irrawaddy, young Haji, and elephant boy in a 
teakwood lumbering camp, conquers an elephant turned wild in a thrilling and authentic 
story of Burmese life. The great Majda Koom has been on the rampage since his master, 
Haji's father, was crippled in an accident two years before. Hoping the elephant will re- 
member Haji whom he once loved too, the camp boss decides to train the boy to capture hin, 
but the boy's first attempt fails and he is sent home in disgrace. In his village, the 
natives are threatened with a raid by Majda Koom. At the onslaught Haji jumps to the 
elephant's back and there is a wild chase through the jungle before Haji is thrown down 
unconscious- to waken to the caress of Majda Koom's soft trunk and the return of his faith 
and recognition. Suspense all the way, marked with very real accounts of elephant train- 
ing and jungle life. Wash drawings by Nicolas Mordvinoff are vibrant. (8/? LC: 53-8017) 


MacGregor, Ellen McGraw-Hij.11- Whittlesey House 
MISS PICKERELL GOES UNDERSEA $2.25 


* Funny Miss Pickerell is back again with some fantastically believable activities 
which include skin diving, atomic submarines, underwater television, and all the complica- & 
tions which attend her latest project. News comes that her famous collection of Martian 
rocks has sunk on its return trip from a European exhibit. But the insurance company will 
not salvage the ship without taking the collection as its remuneration, so Miss Pickerell 
secures her own salvagers and does the job herself. She has connections with a sailor on 
an atomic sub; his father, a photographer, takes pictures of the operation which closes 
when Miss Pickerell is honored and squared with the insurance people. Miss Pickerell,with 
her amazing, amusing adventvres, is a favorite character and her wishbones are also funny- 
bones for this age level. Drawings by Paul Galdone. (9/7 LC: 53-9890) 


Ladd, Elizabeth Morrow 
ENCHANTED ISLAND $2.50 —— 


There is 4 very sustaining warmth of friendship and regional atmosphere to this 
story of orphaned Judy who goes to live with her Aunt Kate and Uncle Walt on a remote 
part of the Maine coast. The shock of her parents' death still with her, ten year old 
Judy is dispirited. Soon, she makes friends with twelve year old David who lives near by. 
He takes her on as fishing and exploring partner, teaches her sea lore, lobster trap 
setting, clam digging, shows her the surrounding islands and Enchanted Island with its old 
unoccupied house, and together they have a wonderful time. A mystery develops when a ; 
local thief steals David's boat, but there's recovery and capture. And just when Judy 
sadly realizes summer must end, Aunt Kate and Uncle Walt decide to adopt her for good. As 
a sensitive first book by a new author, this has much to give. Appealing exact line draw- 
ings by Edward Shenton. (9/23 LC: 53-8798) 


Bell, Thelma Harrington Viking 
TAKE IT EASY $2.50 * 


* Another setting from Mountain Boy (1947) and Yailer-Eye (1951) but again a 
superior story of make-believe and growing up in a small town. Slow, dawdling Margie 
Benton's dreams come true when she polishes a family antique- a brass elephant- and the 
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efficient but tight-lipped genie, Mr. Askew, materializes. Through the summer he is the 


ever obliging source of her ability to amaze her family and her friends- but the trouble . 


is that Margie's deeds never get done in the right way (neatly or on time) because Mr. 
Askew must be kept a secret. Only at the end of the summer when Margie has to save a 
friend from drowning, without his help, does she realize the value of independent action 
and gives her genie his leave to go. Unflagging wit, adult characterizations and the 
exact but soft detail of Corydon Bell's drawings provide a lovely book. (9/11) 


Gordon, Patricia Viking 
THE OLDEST SECRET $2.50 


For young readers with a special taste for tradition in British literature 
and make believe, this is a bit of English enchantment about 4n ordinary boy, Hugh, and 
that spirit of spirits, Puck. In school one day Hugh sees magic writing in his history 
book and it tells him of a sunken forest on an island just off his sea coast home. Old 
Michael, the fisherman takes him there and his subsequent adventures with goblins, 
hamadryads nymphs, and Puck himself, are colored with the ethereal, romantic tones of 
English fairy tales. Having learned the value of joy and song from Puck, Hugh goes 
back to reality. Sunny drawings by Garry MacKenzie are in keeping. (8/21) 


Lyon, Elinor |. Viking 
RUN AWAY HOME $2.50 


An orphanage mystery set in a Scotland complete with brogues and tartans is 
by the author of The House in Hiding, Wishing Water. Gate, etc., which had the same set- 
ting... In a Birmingham home young Cathie wonders about her war-obscured background and 
the only clue to it: some pressed flowers and a picture of a woman in green plaid.Cathie 
runs away, has her adventures en route, and finally ends up by the sea near Kinlochmore 
with friendly Aunt Effie and her grown son Alastair. A bit of detecting brings a happy 
if improbable outcome for Cathie’s father is identified as Alastair's second cousin and 
she's freed from a bleak future. Light reading. Illustrated by Christine Price. (9/11) 


Rowntree, Lester Viking 
RONNIE AND DON $2.50 


A sequel to Rannie (1952, p. 71) takes the orphaned boy, from his northern 
California home with Aunt Sal, on a grand adventure in the Mojave Desert and Baja 
California. His friends the Thompsons of Carmel ask him to go to Palito Jake's with 
their son Don who needs a summer in the desert for his health. At Jake's mining camp 
near Barstow, the boys meet Pedro, a “wetback” boy from Mexico, and through weeks of 
adventuring, visiting another mine in Baja, and learning the desert first hand- they 
help Pedro find his lost twin and establish both Mexican boys with legal entry permits 
and a solid future with Jake. Don Perceval'’s drawings add action to the kind of well- 
shaved story boys like. (9/21) | 


Caudill, Rebecca Winston 
SATURDAY COUSINS $2.50 


Six small cousins- three from one family and three from another- are ina 
series of daguerrotype adventures around their home near St. Louis at the turn of the 
century. Laurel, Tressy and Molly Tuttle visit their cousins Julie, Rich and Jinny May 
on their farm every other Saturday- and on alternate Saturdays- Julie, Rich and Jinny 
May visit Tressy, Laurel and Molly. There's exuberance and a tangy period flavour to 
tempt nine year olds or younger listeners. Tidy drawings by Nancy Woltemate. (9/21 
IC: 53-5210) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN - NON-FICTION 


Baker, Nina Brown Harcourt, Brace 
PIKE OF PIKE'S PEAK $2.50 


A prolific writer of Americana for young readers tells the story of Zebulon 
Pike with easy simplicity and a direct narrative style. A balancing of events (the 
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author does not let her subject's childhood eclipse the rest) creates a proper continuum, 

and a sense of the past and of local color bring to life Pike's peace missions to the Ind- 

ians of the Mississippi and the southwest; his discovery of the Peak; his inadvertent en- ® 
try to Mexico and the subsequent near disaster caused by the plotting of Aaron Burr and 

Pike's commander, General Wilkinson. Solid reading- illustrated by Richard M. Powers. 


(9/2h Le: 53-7859) 


Candy, Robert Houghton, Mifflin 


NATURE NOTEBOOK $3.00 


An established illustrator turns author-illustrator with a charming and differ- 
ent kind of family nature book about plants and animals seen near his own New Hampshire 
home. One day Bill and his Dad start on a fishing and sketching trip up the Ossipee River. 
What they observe on the way- presented in a refreshing combination of running text, data, 
and meticulous drawings (in black and white and soft colors)- is a fascinating, well rounded 
view of New England wild life. By no means an encyclopedia, but an appropriately informa- 
tive book that should stimulate a healthy regional interest. (9/1 IC: 52-11458) 


Macmillan 


McFall, Christie 
OUR COUNTRY AMERICA $2.75 

* Full page two-tone maps, diagrams and spreads by the author, and neatly capsuled 
text passages give an appealing picture story of the social and economic aspects of the 
United States. Double spreads for each topic tell of discovery, geographical set up, Ind- 
ian life, growth of present population, religion and politics, natural resources- imports 
and exports, local characteristics, cultural life. Excellent for classroom use, this 
should go well as a pictorial supplement to books like Wilfrid 7 an Freedom and Plenty 


(1953) or Eva Knox Evans' Why We Live Where We Live (1953). (9/8) 
Jewett, Eleanore M. Viking ~ 


WHICH WAS WITCH? Tales of Ghosts and Magic from Korea $2.50 


Sensitive retelling and wise use of source material mark a fine collection of a 
dozen or more native stories from the "Hermit Nation”. Wonderfully spooky legends- some 
with familiar themes- give a feeling of the real Korea- as Kim Su-ik, a peaceful scholar, 
is bewitched at midnight when a spirit takes his wife's form and he does not know which is 
witch; as penniless Yi Chang goes to live in a haunted house and makes friends with the 
ghosts; as Kim Siang, a henpecked husband, finds a magic pear and solves the family's fi- 
nancial problems. And the oriental charm of Taro Yoshima's pictures reinforces the deli- 
cate imagery of the tales. Definite anthropological value. J.L.G. (9/21) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Paradis, Marjorie Abelard 
MIDGE BENNET OF DUNCAN HALL $2.50 


A healthy sophomore year centers around the activities of young Midge Bennett 
whose mother goes to work to give her daughter the chance to go to her own alma mater. 
And honest, forthright Midge, whose glamourous and rather snobbish sister Adele, is a 
freshman at nearby Conway College, is soon thrown into a welter of school and social acti- 
vities. Almost immediately (though we don't know why this should happen.to a new girl) 
she is elected Student Council president. Then there are dates- and scrapes- with the 
boys Adele knows, and a few lessons for her from Midge on being a more natural person. 
At the end of a full year (and in an incident taken from a scene in Marjorie Paradis’ 
One Act Plays for All-Girl Casts. published last year) Midge is awarded an important 


scholarship that will finance two more years at Duncan. Upright if unacademic. (9/7? ) 
IC: 53-8362) 
Wallace, May Nickerson Abelard 
THE MYSTERY OF THE OLD HOUSE $2.50 


From two good books- one about the Soapbox Derby (A Race for. Bill- 1951, p-323) 
one about 4-H (Challenge to Babs- 1952, p.505) this author turns to a rather ordinary 











July 15, 1953 Twelve to Sixteen- Fiction- continued -431- 


mystery. It hinges on the search of the jewels of a wealthy old maid who is soured on 
life because her mother had run off with a man who jilted her. Thirteen year old Dick, 
who faces a hard summer becsuse his family has just gone bankrupt, and his friend Tom 
stumble on the mystery when they explore Miss Leighton's old house and tangle with a 
marauder. He turns out to be a cousin of Miss Leighton's recreant father in search of 
the jewels. The boys catch him, get their reward and Dick's family problems are solved. 
Far-fetched, but it's the kind of escapism br group and eleven year olds will go 


for. Illustrated by Jean Macdonald Porter. (ole 53-8361) 
McGraw, Eloise Jarvis Coward-McCann 
MARA: Daughter of the Nile $3.00 


* From three good books set in Oregon and one in pioneer Oregon, this author 
takes a flying leap into the real past for a mystery-romance of Hatshepsut's Egypt, well- 
stocked with the color of the period and the intrigue of politics and passions. A pol- 
ished narrative- as smooth as the plot to overthrow the despotic Queen must be- sets 
Mara, a slave girl, in a double role of espionage. Offered freedom, she leaps at the 
chance to pay the price as a spy to expose the pretender Thutmose's attempt to gain the 
throne. Soon, through Sheftu, a count in disguise and in the service of Thutmose, she 
sees the corruption of Hatshepsut's court, but is forced to continue her role, in 
jeopardy, to further the cause she has come to follow. Events build to a climactic 
scene in the throne room where Sheftu goes recklessly to save Mara, and are resolved in 
@ coup by Sheftu's troops, that makes Thutmose pharaoh, and leaves Mara and Sheftu free 
to marry. Thoroughly engrossing. (9/f LC: 53-9564) 

Lyons, Dorothy ¥. Harcourt, Brace 
BLUE SMOKE $2.50 


Dorothy Lyons has written books about different kinds of horsemanship and 
horses- one about polo, Red Embers (1948) another about a girl recovering from polio 
on an Arizona ranch, Park Sunshine (1951). This rather sentimental story of growing 
friendship between a girl and a roan quarterhorse on a California dude ranch is a 
savoury dish for equestrians- but may sate readers who want more than Type-A (or Type 
Z) personalities and horse-horse-horse-horse. Young Andrea and her widowed mother 
are about to open their ranch when ailing Pop Reed and Blue Smoke, whom he is taking 
around to various races and shows, stop to rest. Girl and horse become friends and 
when Pop dies of a heart attack he leaves the horse to Andrea. But the black sheep of 
Pop's family intervene before his last will is found and the inheritance- in a remarka- 
ble situation- verified. Meanwhile guests and helpful friends have come to the ranch 
and the future is fast. Wesley Dennis' drawings. (9/24 LC: 53-7867) 


Stolz, Mary Harper 
IN A MIRROR $2.50 —— 


* Another star for Mary Stolz - for this story of Bessie's third year in a New 
England woman's college, in diary form, is a sensitive record. Bessie is smart, level- 
headed and she loves life, people and writing but - she is fat and has her problems. 
Her family is dreamy and ironically unrepressive, letting Bessie have complete freedom 
to think and act as she pleases - and to overeat, and thereby limit her social life by 
her unattractive figure. Junior year at college disciplines and rewards her as she 
makes new friends, sympathizes with their problems and is encouraged in her writing. Her 
room-mate, who is a dance major, one of her ex-beaux, Professor Dunn and his inspiring 
family are all part of this young personal history which has joy and wisdom to offer 
its contemporaries. (9/16 LC: 53-8554) - 


Donovan, Hobart Knopf 
DESERT STALLION . $2.50 


A highflown mélodrama of Saya, son of a Bedouin sheik, and a great wild stal- 
lion, Khala Hawa. When his father goes to kill the marauding stallion, twelve year old 
Saya follows him, cures Khala Hawa whose bullet wound was not deep, and wins the horse 
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for his own. An itinerant slaver, Hassan, and his band, are dispersed by Khala Hawa. In 
revenge, Hassan recoups his losses, but a treacherous raid and capture is again thwarted 

by the noble beast with his almost human intelligence... Young readers and riders may 

cotton to the exotic touches, but those in search of a real story may find that these 
dashing, desert doings do not ring true. Illus. by William Riley. (9/21 IC: 53-7631) 


Lippincott 


THE RUNAWAY $2-50 
17S 
Pre-Civil War Army life at Fort Columbia in Oregon backgrounds a too lengthy 
"growing-up" year that's a disappointment after this author's previous Rogue's Valley 
(1952) set in the same region. Fifteen year old Zack Bentley can't stand the farm and 
runs away. Once at the fort, the string of incidents that is his new life includes being 
deceived by tricky Private Morrison who gets him enlisted as an unneeded clerk so Zack can 
work some land Morrison owns; being found out- and sympathized with- by Capt. Ulysses S. 
Grant and kept on in his quarters as an orderly. A foray to Indian territory and 4 manly 
decision at last to go back to the farm, splice the ends- but it's a long route home. 


(9/65 1c: 53-8907) 1o/2 | | 


Darby, Ada Claire Lippincott 
PULL AWAY BOATMAN $3.00 


Louisiana Territory prairie and the flood and earthquake year of 1811 background 
a fair period piece of struggle, treachery, and first love in pioneer days. At New Madrid 
on the Mississippi river, orphaned Rosanne lives with her Uncle Ot and Aunt Martha on their 
farm. Through the summe::,ridden with the forebodings of an ominous comet that has appear- 
ed in the sky=- Rosanne comes to know Guyon, the swashbuckling boatman wno, it seems, will 
never settle down- and wonders about the outcome of her cousin Randy, last heard of in New 
Orleans in the company of questionable M. Boyer. Then the earthquake floods the surround- 
ing land. But good fortune follows bad. Randy's nemesis is reckoned with, Aunt Martha £ 
and Uncle Ot head for luck in the northwest, and Guyon, ready to take a steady job in St. 
Louis, offers happy Rosanne a new life. Sketches by Millard McGee. (9/23 IC: 53-10215) 


Leonard, Burgess Lippincott 
ONE-MAN BACKFIELD $2.50 


Whip Halloran is the “one-man backfield" who at the end of his freshman year at 
A&T, his state's engineering college, begins to spark up a dead team and get his sliding 
school off the skids. Undaunted, our hero overcomes the dilemmas presented by the aboli- 
tion of the two platoon system, personality clashes and money difficulties, to give A&T 
a flying start on the future. All fumbles, gracefully recorded. (9/9 : 53-8913) 10/7 


Montgomery, Rutherford 3 Little, Brown 
WHITE MOUNTAINEER $2.50 


The white mountaineer is a Rocky Mountain goat, and Mr. Montgomery is the man 
to put across some of the breed's remarkable characteristics through the narrative of 
Billy's first two years of life. He learns where to forage, how to fight his enemies, 
and acquires a surefootedness which enables him to make twenty foot ledge to ledge leaps 
with ease. Through the seasons, he is attacked by eagles, bears and big cats; there is 
the intermittent return of a prospector who eventually kills Billy's father; but there 
are times of greater serenity as well as security which Montgomery, a perceptive natural- 
ist, interprets with a facile understanding. Illustrated by Gardell Dano Christensen. 


(9/21 IC: 53-7326) 


Bronson, Lynn 


Coleman, Earl S. Longmans, Green 
WINNERS LOSERS $2.75 

The Sierra Nevada mountainside makes a lush setting for a young romance that ae 
drags in spots but is not without its excitement and its insights into the pains of adol- 
escence. Shy, sensitive Nonie Harris yearns after Thatch Williams, a San Francisco boy 
whose family started to ranch in the district two years ago. Thatch of course pays her 
no mind. His indifference ties poor Nonie up all the more and she alternates between 
chastising herself for appearing unfriendly and scheming to prove her prowess at fishing, 
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hunting and riding so Thatch will appreciate her abilities. Not until their two fami- 
lies have cooperated to work their stock together, until None has beaten Thatch in a 
fishing contest and even killed a marauding mountain lion, does Thatch burst out with 
his own feeling about being beaten in everything and open the way for a new friendship. 
Drawings by Frederick Murch accompany a pleasant. story. (9/30 LC: 53-7237) 


Du Soe, Robert C. Longmans, Green 
YOUR ORDERS, SIR $2 075 








































The war of 1812 is the setting for an American Naval mystery that focusses 
on privateering and a shipment of arms to the pirate Lafitte. Masters mate Jonithan 
Amery is charged with the task of seeing the vessel Jeanne de Clox, a privateer, safely 
past the east coast blockade and down to its owner in New Orleans. Once aboard, Jonithan 
begins to wonder about the other people- especially young Mlle. Jeanne de Clox, supposed- 
ly on her way home, and the captain Renaud. But when it's revealed that Mlle. de Clox 
is the real owner of the ship and that she has a cargo of arms aboard, Jonithan helps 
and is in on the victorious battle of New Orleans. Salty atmosphere. Illustrated by 
Arthur Harper. (9/16 LC: 53-8758) 


Erdman, Loula Grace Longmans, Green 
MY SKY IS BLUE $2.75 


Disillusioned by romance and the old maid methods of a mid-western city 
school, young Jinny Craig is revitalized when she goes to a small town in New Mexico 
where she takes a teaching position and soon finds herself in love and in hot water. 
There is the dependent but trustful Mrs. Minger who becomes her housekeeper and smooths 
her home life; there is the protection of a handsome neighbor against a persistent 
prowler; and there are the skirmishes she must settle between the town's Irish and 
Mexican factions and her scrappy pupils. For all of this, the story is slow, but has 
@ pleasant surfacing at the level of the women's popular magazines. (9/16 IC: 53-7239) 


Finney, Gertrude E. Longmans, Green 
MUSKETS ALONG THE CHICKAHOMINY $3.00 


This particular slice of American history 6 taken from the early colonization 
of Virginia, in a conventional as well as traditional story of the loss of land and its 
rightful reclamation. Young Andrew Foster returns to the environs of James Towne after 
seven years in England. When his parents' land is seized by the tyrannical governor 
Sir William Berkeley in the attempt to quell colonial self rule, Andrew is made bond 
servant to some friendly new settlers, the Constants. For three years he works with 
them to establish the farm and to fight with other freedom loving colonials until Sir 
William is finally recalled and a council of Burgesses is won. Andrew's engagement to 
Livvy Constant and the chance to start on his own heighten the happy ending. Reliable. 


(9/16) 


Malvern, Gladys : Longmans, Green 
DEAR WIFE $3.00 


Again a theatre story (Prima Ballerina, 1951 and Hollywood Star, 1953) which . 
is this time a costume piece of the Revolutionary War. Off to join the continental 
army in 1775, Daniel and his friend Dick are misdirected to New York where they meet 
Betsy whose mother has just died. To save her from a friendless poverty, Daniel marries 
her and takes her back to Danbury, Connecticut, where her profession as an actress at- 
tracts the censure of his pious family and community. Daniel and Dick leave for Putnam's 
outfit- north of Boston, but with the help of her sister-in-law Betsy is able to win 
the respect of her new family and the love of Daniel on his return. Shifting standards 
and conflicting loyalties provide a reliable entertainment. Illustrated by Corinne 
Malvern. (9/16 IC: 53-7240) 


Price, Christine Longmans, Green 
THE DRAGON AND THE BOOK $2.75 


A substantial if slow moving period story of England in King Alfred's time- 
in which the Dragon is the invading Dane and the Book an illuminated manuscript of 
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Psalms made especially for the King by the monks of Edingarth. After the invasion, the 

young novice Wilfrid is entrusted with the book which is to be taken to Alfred. His mis- 

sion takes him on the road to Alfred's constantly changing headquarters. He faces dan- 

gers; meets friends; and becomes an envoy during a temporary truce and is instrumental in t 
the conversion of the Danish leader's wife. A successor to:Three Golden Nobles (1951), 

this is again a medieval novel with perhaps less movement but a knowledgeable sense of 

the period. The author's pictures are also historically true. (9/30 LC 53-8760) 


Wyndham, Lee Longmans, Green 
GOLDEN SLIPPERS $2.75 


Maggie Jones, the young ballerina of Slipper Under Glass, goes to New York to 
fulfill her part in the contract to film Golden Slippers- with which she was rewarded at 
the end of the last book. Her trials- dreams of dancing in the grand manner, smarting 
under the brash tutelage of her young comedian partner, Duncan Elliot- plus the excite- 
ment of doing big things in a big way in a big city, make q novel of astute and suspense- 
ful comment on theatre world ins and outs. Befriended by the show's star, Alison, Maggie 
is taught the rudiments of show spirit after her first squabble with the enigmatic Duncan. 
Alison, whoge life in a sense is embodied in the ballet's plot- the story of a sick bal- 
lerina who is urged to dance again, imparts something of her own honesty and generosity to 
Maggie, but‘it takes an actual situation- with Maggie herself in the lead after Alison's 
nearly disastrous fall- to teach her the value of Duncan's life goal: an American ballet 
built on the imaginative use of the country's music. Straightforward and honest charac¢- 
terizations plus conversational sidelights on dancing are supplemented by the sophistica- 
tion of Vera Bock's angular drawings. (9/23 LC: 53-5616) 


Hubbard, Margaret Macmillan 
HALLORAN'S HILL $2.50 


Young Chap Chandler's desire to be an engineer is the spark in a wholesome re- 
gional mystery centered on railroad life near Duluth at the turn of the century. Because & 
his storekeeper father wants him to follow in his footsteps, Chap must do his work as a 

station call boy on the sly. After spats with a rival Rudy, and an incident in which Chap 
saves rich Mr. Halloran's life, he's accused of theft, and must leave home until Rudy is 

proved the culprit and Chap himself receives a fine inheritance- Mr. Halloran's hill that 
contains iron. The author's past record of period and regional stories (see Thunderhead 
Mountain 1952) betters this some, but the spirit's there. (9/8) / 


Archibald, Joe Macrae Smith 
BLOCK THAT KICK $2.50 


The score at the beginning of this routine football story is that Al Tarrant of 
Monroe, a small Eastern college, must prove his worth on his own record rather than his 
father's. In the process he comes to grips with the talents of Mike Kojak- a social 
inferior- and in an ironically over-solicitous action almost muffs the chance for himself 
and Mike to win a grand joint award at the end of the year. Grid gab right up to the 
goal posts. (9/21 LC: 53-7888) 


Panzer, Pauline Messner 
MAGIC IN HER VOICE $2.50 


A career story that has for its heroine shy, awkward Margaret Travis who has a 
beautiful speaking voice, and for its plot, Margaret's job as a telephone ad taker on her 
town's newspaper, The Standard. Because she proves so good at her work, Margaret is given 
the opportunity to create her own project- a special department for taking used car ads. 
A love interest and a mystery develop immediately. Robert Brooks, sent by the F.B.I. to 
look into suspicious used car deals, recognizes Margaret's fine inner qualities, gives 
her the rush, and together they nail an agent for illegally orted Cadillacs. Per- - 
sonal and public virtues dress up an improbable event. (9/f LC: 53-10512) 


x? 
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Wells, Helen Messner 
THE GIRL IN THE WHITE COAT $2.50 


Eve Miller's career as a medical technologist is a formulated mystery-romance 
rather than an honest bout with lab work and test tubes. Preparatory school at Central 
College brings Eve into contact with Larry, a medical student at nearby Beacon Hospital, 
and with Jeff, a serious researcher who is working on a drug to cure the common cold. 
Jeff befriends Eve (no romantic interest), entrusts her with his secret (never explained 
to the reader) which later enables her and Larry to track down Beacon's quack of a head 
doctor who is after Jeff's honors. Caught crooks and wedding bells gloss over the fact 
that the drug is a flop anyway. No elbow grease here. (9/%1C: 53-10537) 


Tunis, John R, RD Morrow 
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE FENCE $2.50 


A likeable story of a boy on his own for the first time- on a summer cross- 
country trek from Connecticut to California. Robin persuades his mother and his prestige- 
minded father (who wants him to enter Yale) to let him go west with an irresponsible 
golfing friend, Butch. The boys play to earn money caddying along the way, but Robin 
soon sees Butch's serious faults and goes on alone. He meets friends of his father, 
plays in junior tournaments and in Los Angeles finds a temporary romance and a spot on 
@ quiz show that eases his financial difficulties. He decision to go to Yale, if on his 
own terms, is finally-reached. Rather a disappointment after Highpockets (1948) but par 
for this course. Mp3 ie 53-8343) 


Anderson, Wis Nelson 
CURTAIN CALL FOR CONNIE $2 .50 


The first steps of young Connie Monroe's stage career in New York come easier 
to her than they would for most girls, but her rather glamourous story does have its 
value in showing where some of the breaks do lie. From her home near Pasadena, a post- 
high school summer in community plays and coaching from a famous theatrical pair, the 
Hunts, Connie goes East to try her wings. She lives at the Dramatic Arts Club, and has 
bad luck at first. ‘Then she lands a part in a play that wins the Critics’ Award. Mean- 
while her affairs with unimaginative Bob, and imaginative Steve, at Princeton, balance off 
to an understanding with Steve who wants to direct, so that marriage and career can be 
successfully combined. A picture of the surface, without its undercurrents, to thrill 
aspirants. (9/25 LC: 53-724) 


Drury, John & Maxine Nelson 
THE ROSEMONT RIDDLE $2.50 


A rather far fetched small town mystery- not without a local appeal, nearly 
undermines a housing project and exposes the fraudulent activities of an impostor. In 
Stone River, Don and Kathy, the hero and heroine of the story, are at odds over the status 
of the old Rosemont estate, which Don would like to see converted and Kathy, preserved. 
Then Oliver Melrose turns up as the estate's heir, courts Kathy, and it looks as if the 
old place will be saved. But Don finds, among other things, that Oliver's still making 
payments on his fancy Cadillac, that he faked a will,- and the jig's up. There's a good 
future of work and architectural'school for Don with Kathy, who now understands. Decora- 
tions by Paul Galdone for a harmless bit of locale lore. (9/25 LC: 53-7242) 


Robertson, Frank C. Nelson 
SAGEBRUSH SORREL $2.50 


An author of both adult and juvenile westerns writes an easygoing story that 
takes its time pleasantly in accounting for two years in the life of young Ollie Bentley 
and his acquaintance with the wild sorrel, Rowdy. An orphan, fourteen year old Ollie 
lived with Kind Martha and cruel Mel Tidwell when he first saw the colt and its mother. 
Through the next winters and summers Ollie bucks Mel's cutting authoritarianism, is be- 
friended by the neighboring Worths, captures and trains Rowdy and stakes his claim to him 
in spite of rustlers and Mel's death at the hoofs of a fear crazed Rowdy. A reliable 
combination of naturalism and adventure that should hit the horsemarket broadside. Lee 
Towndsend's black and whites add a finishing touch. (9/25 LC: 53-7243) 














-436- Twelve to Sixteen- Fiction-~ continued July 15, 1953 


Villiers, Alan Scribner 
$2.50 


AND NOT TO YIELD 


The motto for the Warspite, @ training ketch for the Outward Bound Sea School, * 
established in Wales after WWII for boys who want to learn about ships, is the title of a 


seaworthy juvenile by an established nautical writer. On a typical: Warsfite summer cruise 
around Ireland, twelve boys, from all parts of the United Kingdom and America, get to know 
each other and a lot about sailing. Storms, maneuverings and a rescue, form the matrix for 
the kind of companionship and nautical learning boys like. A satisfying book, neat as a 
knot, with shipshape black and whites by Jean Main and David Cobb. (8/24) 


Terrific Triple Titles ——— ae 


* Fenner, Phyllis- FUN, FUN, FUN- Robert Benchley, James Thurber and Kenneth 
Grahame are a few of the welcome contributors to this editor's latest Terrific Triple 
Title. It's a healthy collection thaks to which the kids will get warm introductions to 
such classics as "The Night the Bed Fell", "The Reluctant Dragon", Baron Munchausen (in 
an adventure retold by John Martin), "The Ransom of Red Chief"- and some sixteen others. 
Utterly worthwhile. Humorously illustrated by Joseph Zabinski. (9/7 LC: 53-9925) 


Sloane, William- SPACE, SPACE, SPACE- Moments are tense to triumphant in this 
collection of interstellar tales, all of which are pretty patterned and orthodox. Most of 
them were first printed in Astounding Science Fiction Magazine and a sampling of authors 
and stories includes Walter M. Miller, Jr., with an account of the exigencies of a first 
trip to the moon; Alan E. Nourse, with a gruesome,gruelling account of a space-travel 
endurance test; Arthur Clarke with a story about space ships and their sizes. Ten stories 
in all, with decorations by Alex Schomburg. (10/? LC: 53-9924) 


Winston 
BEYOND THE MUSKINGUM $2.50 ie 


For young Jonathan Hale, the chance to scout Ohio west of the Muskingum River 
at the time of Daniel Boone came as blessing- after tragedy. After his father was killed 
by the Delawares, Jonathan swears revenge and then is taken on as an apprentice to the 
scout, Lewis Wetzel, whose own distrust of the Indians is matched by his woodland skill. 
They scour the countryside- to ensure the safety of the settlers and to provide informa- 
tion for Boone and others. There is capture by the Delawares, a fight in which Jonathan 
has his retaliation, and an eventual return to his own people- but readers with no 
special interest in the time or place will fall by the wayside on these slow wilderness 
trails. Illustrated by George L.Connelly. (9/21 LC: 52-14253) 


Burgoyne, Leon Winston 
JACK DAVIS, FORWARD $2.50 


A story of brothers which deals with sibling and athletic rivalries at Sterling 
High, where Hal and his brother Jack are in the senior class. It is upright Jack who is 
his basketball team's star player, while Hal hides his talents in intramural games and is 
critical of the varsity coach. To give him a chance, Hal is made a member of the varsity 
team but competition continues until Hal begins to realize what fairness means and the 
two boys lead Sterling to a Conference championship. Trustworthy if tortuous. (9/21 


LC: 52-12896) 


Boesch, Mark 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Le Sueur, Meridel Knopf 
THE RIVER ROAD $2.50 
A Story of Abraham Lincoln 
There's wonderful material in this episode in Lincoln's youth- the flatboat ap 
trip he took down to New Orleans, when he was barely nineteen. But Meridel Le Sueur has 


wrapped up the story in artificially studied language, a sort of romanticized vernacular, 
and has buried any vestige of drama in long maunderings and philosophizing and delving 
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into the beginnings of Lincoln's concern for the rights of men, black or white....In 
1828 Pigeon Creek and the neighboring Gentryville were at a crossroads, and Lincoln 
yearned over the westward surge of peoples, longing to be free of his father Tom, free 
to talk to the knowledgeable men he saw, free to read without risk of being considered 
lazy. Then came a chance to take rich farmer Gentry's produce down river to the New 
Orleans market, in company with young Allen Gentry. This is the tale of that trip, of 
storm and attack by frustrated Negroes, of new sights, of the horror of the slave market- 
and of the knowledge that his place was back in Indiana. The facts are there, the in- 
terpretation at times strained. It is the style and the overlay which slows the action 
that prevents its being important. Illustrations by Alden A. Watson, who has done 
other Le Sueur books. (9/21 LC: 53-7634) 


Bakeless, Katherine Lippincott 
IN THE BIG TIME $3.00 


Very useful biographical sketches of a dozen or so famous personalities in 
the American theatre world. Jerome Robbins, Burl Ives, Fred Astaire, Marian Anderson 
are some of them- and from incidents like Katherine Cornell's first stock company days 
with Jessie Bonstelle; or James Stewart's speedy journey to Hollywood stardom, or old 
Emmet Kelly's roots in the Chautauqua Circuit- young aspirants will feel themselves 
really backstage. Good entertainment about the entertainers themselves.(9/23 LC:53-10217) 


Poole, Lynn McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
YOUR TRIP INTO SPACE $2.75 


A reliable basic introduction to the stages and aspects of the first trip 
to the moon- by the producer of the Johns. Hopkins: Science Review which has had out- 
standing recognition. Covering the same ground that Fletcher Pratt and Jack Coggins 
did in By Space Ship to the Moon (1952), a livelier book than this, Mr. Poole writes 
with authority about our atmosphere, hazards in space, space suits, physical require- 
ments, elementary rocket ship mechanics, building the first space station, and the trip 
to the moon. At times his personalization of the account (he prefaces almost every 
noun with “your”) is an irritant, but on the other hand this subject has a sure fas- 
cination for a young male market and the sound information is a necessary counter- 
balance for all young Vidiots. Adequate drawings by Clifford Geary. (9/? LC: 53-9017) 


Graham, Alberta Powell Nelson 
WASHINGTON: THE STORY OF OUR CAPITAL $2 .75 


Biographies of Columbus and Lafayette and some unusual material on America's 
bands and well known musicians gauge this author's ability to write an interesting, 
authoritative history of Washington and its buildings. Divided into regional sections, 
the book deals first with a brief history of the original planning~- outlining the oppos- 
ing ideas, the l'Enfant controversy and so forth. A profile sketch of each district 
follows and by the end,we have been given a clear bird's eye view of the Mall, the 
monuments, Capitol Hill, Pennsylvania Avenue and the rest. Valuable for schools, this 
enlarges on Janice Holland's They Built a City (Scribner- p.70) for younger readers. 
Photographs. (9/25 LC: 53-9349) 


Pringle, Patrick Roy 
LION OF AFRICA, The Story of David Livingstone $2.50 


A definitive but dry biography of the missionary-explorer whose deeds opened 
South Africa to the rest of the world, Livingstone's childhood with his hard working, 
religious family prepared him well for the arduous journeys of his later life. But if 
we are told these to the minutest detail of place, time and even political situation- 
the greatness of Africa, the sense of Livingstone's destiny and more importantly, native 
feeling- are lost in the meticulous exactitude. Photographs. (9/14 LC: 53-10357) 
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Roy 


Pringle, Patrick 
THE ROMANCE OF MEDICAL SCIENCE $3.00 

* A short, complete and to the point survey of medicine's development from witch 
doctors to wonder drugs- that should fill a need for a young people's history of the science. 
An adult text pauses long enough for an intelligent discussion of each famous thinker, each 
innovation, and though written from a British point of view, the universality of the sub- 
ject indicates a wide value. Photographs. (9/7 ILC: 53-9774) 


Scribner 


Downey, Fairfax 

A HORSE FOR GENERAL LEE $2.75 
Another equestrian tribute by the author of Horses of Destiny (1949) specializes 

in the careers of the Confederate general's famous mounts- from a pair of pre-war bays to 

the famous Traveller. Horse lovers will relish each neatly written sketch. Chronologically 

presented they outline, as well, Lee's activities from the storming of Mexico City (when he 

rode Grace Darling) to the surrender at Appomattox (when he rode Traveller) and are a corner 

mirror of mid-19th century history- a kind of horse's eye view. Frederick Chapman's drawings. 


(8/24) 


Terrific Triple Titles Franklin Watts 

ea. $2.50 

Leeming, Joseph- Fd. - RIDDLES, RIDDLES, RIDDLES. This anthology contains prac- 

tically every (clean) joke you can think of right now and every one you've forgotten AND 
all the ones you never learned in the first place. The riddles are divided into some sixty 
categories that classify them by common traits. There are shaggy dog stories, cat tales 
(not so shaggy), "Riddles With Dumb Endings", “Horse Laughs", even "Enigmas" and so on 
ad riddliam Family fun and a treasure house for early ‘teens becoming aware of their own ® 
sense of humor. Appropriate line drawings by Shane Miller. (9/2? IC: 53-9926) 


Billings, Henry Viking 
SUPERLINER S.S. UNITED STATES $3.00 


A discussion of the United States’ remarkable feats and services that, in vivid- 
ness and historical sense, measures up to Billings' splendid book about the TVA- All Down 
the Yalley, published by Viking last year. Approaching his topic informally, the author 
answers questions a landsman would naturally ask. First, what is the North Atlantic like 
and why did we wait so long to build a Superliner? With interest definitely roused he 
enumerates and illuminates the liner's basic characteristics- its structure, its "“seakind- 
liness", its purpose as an immediately available troop transport in war, its many functions 
during a typical voyage and so forth. For the classroom, the nautical layman or a bon 
voyage gift- a fascinating profile of a great ship. Drawings by the author. (9/21) 


Daugherty, James Viking 
MARCUS AND NARCISSA WHITMAN, PIONEERS OF OREGON $3.00 
! \ 

A senstive historian (his previous Jie Landing of the Pilgrims, Of Courage Un- 
'oonted, ete.) rétells the story of the Whitmans and the missionary band who went to the 
Oregon territory and the Indians with warmth and vibrance. Coming, even before the set- 
tlers, as agents for the American Board of Missions, they and their fellow workers con- 
fronted inner and outer struggles and, as buffers between the deprived Indian tribes and 
the government, their job of teaching and keeping the peace was often doubled. Marcus 
and Narcissa's dreams of and efforts towards Oregon development and prosperity were to 
bear fruit but too late for the brave couple,for an Indian massacre ended their lives Pe 
that had been dedicated to helping the Indians adjust to the little that was left to 
them. A fine interpretation and commentary that enlightens a period. Drawings by Isami 


Kashiwagi. (9/11) 
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McGraw, Eloise Jarvis Coward -McCann 
MARA: Daughter of the Nile $3.00 


(See report in twelve to sixteen section) 


Yates, Elizabeth Coward-McCann 
HUE AND CRY $3.00 


The nobility of love and nature are again at the heart of a new novel by an 
established women's writer. Melody, deaf, finds means of comfort and communication in 
nature- and then in her New Hampshire farmlands home shields Dan,a bitter Irish im- 
migrant, from a rashly committed theft and helps him towards a new understanding of 
life. Refreshing sweetness to this. (Full report on p. 405. 9/? LC: 53-8893) 


Hughes, Paul John Day 
JEFF $3.50 


Another homestyled narrative of a Little Britches has the warmth and reminis- 
cent recognition value of a youngster's experiences and is a plain recital of the sore 
and high spots in a nine year old's year. Son of a high school teacher in a small 
southwestern town, Jeff learns and has his (mis) adventures- and finds at the end that 
most of his troubles are equalized by time and family understanding. (Full report on 
po 402. 9/10 LC-53-9558) 


Stolz, Mary Harper 
IN A MIRROR - $2.50 


(See report in twelve to sixteen section.) 


Wyndham, Lee Longmans, Green 
GOLDEN SLIPPERS $2.50 


(See report in twelve to sixteen section.) 


Erdman, Loula Grace Longmans, Green 
MY SKY IS BLUE $2.75 


(See report in twelve to sixteen section.) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Mehdevi, Anne Sinclair Knopf 
PERSIAN ADVENTURE $3.50 


The story of an American woman's visit to her Persian husband's home- this is 
a different reading experience from the more intensive Persia is. My Heart Customs, 
family and business life philosophies, the back country, the luxuries, arguments with 
her father-in-law, are all delightfully told as part of the author's gradual acceptance 
of Persian life. (Full report on p. 373. 8/3 LC: 52-12174) 


Bakeless, Katherine Lippincott 
IN THE BIG TIME $3.00 


(See report in twelve to sixteen section.) 











Non-fiction for. Young Adults- continued July 15, 1953 





Morris, Lloyd & Macmillan 
Smith, Kendall CEILING UNLIMITED $6.50 










All the bits and pieces that make up the story of modern flight are here as- 
sembled and combine to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Wright brothers' achieve-. 
ment at Kittyhawk. There are detailed records of their work and of other well knowns, 
through the years. An absorbing projection of the personal, technical, historic, and 

international aspects of the 20th century miracle. (Full report on p. 413. 8/31) 













Pringle, Patrick Roy 
THE ROMANCE OF MEDICAL SCIENCE $3.00 






(See report in twelve to sixteen section. ) 





Lindbergh, Charles A. Scribner 
THE SPIRIT OF ST. LOUIS $5.00 













This is the full story of which the SEP published ten installments under the 
title 32 Hours to Paris ‘and merits an even more special place than his earlier Ve. Be- 
ginning in 1946 it recounts the flights and. Lindbergh's personal feelings- and presents 
his phenomemon for all to see and know. (Full report on p. 409. 9/14) 












William Sloane 
INSECTS: THEIR SECRET WORLD $3.00 





Cheesman, Evelyn 


















By a recognized entymologist and geographer who has been Curator of Insects to 
the Zoological Society of London, a close study of land, air and aquatic species. From 
the physical structure on- a good introduction for a hobby and with its detailed report- 
ing, of value to the serious student. (Full report on p. 412. 8/26. IC: 53-7710) > 





Billings, Henry Viking 
SUPERLINER S.S. UNITED STATES $3.00 


(See report in twelve to sixteen section.) 


Daugherty, James Viking 
MARCUS AND NARCISSA WHITMAN, PIONEERS OF OREGON $3.00 


(See report in twelve to sixteen section. ) 


PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Hutchins, Robert M. Harper 
CONFLICT IN EDUCATION $2.00 


A strong case for the all importance of liberal arts. Three alternatives- en- 
vironmental adaptation, the meeting of immediate needs, and reform- as purposes of educa- 
ticn are discussed- and refuted- first, before Mr. Hutchins calls for a thorough and early 
study of mankind by way of the broad ideational backgrounds that made the present and must 
be used to make the future. (Full report on p. 419. 9/2. LC: 53-8539) 


Lynd, Albert Little, Brown- A.M.P. 
QUACKERY IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS $3.50 





* (See p. 417 for a full report repeated from p. 96 of an earlier bulletin. 9/10. 2 
LC: 52-12627) 
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BULLETIN from 


‘Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service sy 38 Bank Street 


July 15, 1953 


RELIGIOUS BOOK SUPPLEMENT #4 
Edited by Dr. & Mrs. K. D. Miller 


Blair, Edward P, | 3 Abingdon-Cokesbury 
THE BIBLE AND YOU $2.00 


* Based on the Revised Standard Version this guide for reading and understand- 
ing the Bible gives a well arranged, simple and concrete plan for meaningful Bible 
reading. After setting forth the basic principles underlyin and understanding of the 
Bible, Dr. Blair offers a plan for reading the books of the Bible, differentiating be- 
tween those that have’ had a simple and unified structure and those which are more 
complex. He details an outline plan for reading two representative books, I Thessa- 
lonians and Amos, and suggests several plans for reading of the Bible as a whole. A 
very practical and helpful book for the laity. Can be warmly recommended. (Publ. 


Le 93-6345) 


Finegan, Jack Abingdon-Cokesbury 
CLEAR OF THE BROODING CLOUD $2.50 


The author of this book of sermons is a busy person. In addition to being 
the pastor of the University Christian Church at Berkeley, California, he is the head 
of the department of Old and New Testament Literature and Interpretation and Director 
of the Palestinian Institute of Archaeology at the Pacific School of Religion. Then 
he finds time to write numerous articles and books. His pastoral sense is determining 
in this volume for he is aiming at the practical problems which beset the individual 
today: despondency, fear of the unknown, criticism, disillusionment. But he brings to 
bear. upon these problems a scholar's knowledge of the Bible and Chureh History. He 
has a gift with words as some of his titles indicate: "The Flat Places of Life", "The 
Invisibly Wounded", "Alibis and Arraignments", "Christian Materialism”. A book full 
of suggestions for a minister's sermon : peeperaesen and with inspiration for all. 


ibis LC 53-6349) 


Gebhard, Edward W. & Anna Laura Abingdon-Cokesbury 
GUIDEPOSTS TO CREATIVE FAMILY WORSHIP $2.50 


Wrought out of their own experimentation and experience with their growing 
children, a Methodist minister and his equally capable wife have given to all Protes- 
tant families a book which will help them to make family worship a joyous and mean- 
ingful experience They have drawn together the resources which they have found in 
the Bible, the hymnal, and in prayers, pictures, table talk, hobbies and family fes- 
tivals to enable a family group to worship together in such a way that old and young 
will share in the experience. A very valuable book for parents and for those in Pro~ 
testant churches responsible for developing ea real religous experience in the home. 


(Publ. ) 
~hyl- 








~4h2- Religious Books July 15, 1953 
Appleten-Geavary -Prerte 
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND THE AMERICAN IDEA. $3.50 vg 


Theodore Maynard is one of the outstanding Catholic: historians. Wo matter what 
period or country he is dealing with, he shows competence in historical research. But he 


Maynard, Theodore 


always writes as a Catholic. He leaves his readers in no doubt on that score. The pre- 
sent volume deals with the relationship of the Catholic Church to the American idea and 
ideal - generally described by such terms as "freedom" and "democracy". In writing this 
comprehensive historical survey the author is on the defensive, for he is smarting under 
the allegation that the Catholic Church is a menace to our freedom. Maynard's thesis is 
that just the opposite is the case -- that the Catholic Church has made and is making a 
great contribution to the American way of life. He traces the development of Catholicism 
in this country from its insignificant beginnings in colonial days, through the Revolu- 
tion and the early days of the Republic up to our own day. A large segment of the book 
deals with the large immigrant groups through which the Catholic Church grew to such nu- 
merical strength and influence. Especial attention is paid to the Irish, the Germans, 
the Italians and the Poles who make up the great body of Catholics. Maynard points out 
that the contribution of the church in the Americanization of these and similar groups 
has been noteworthy. He deals with the problem of the parochial school and discusses 
frankly the issues raised by the relationship of the Church to American politics and 
American culture. While admitting that America is still a “Protestant country", Maynard 
takes a dim view of the strength of the Protestant churches either as a religious force 
or as a support to American ideals and institutions. This is a book which will please 
Catholic readers. Others with a few exceptions will find it interesting and will grant 


the absence of polemics. (8/t? LC 53-10016) 


Breig, Joseph A. hd hg v Bruce 
A HALO FOR FATHER $2.75 

This book should have been published in time for Father's Day. For these homi- 
lies deal primarily with the role of the father in the family and in society. It makes & 
him out to be a very important person, which is in line with the facts. Incidentally the 
euthor has much to say about marriage, sex and the parent-child relationship. He like- 
wise pays his respects to the "Planned Parenthooders" and to the institution of divorce. 
The author is a Catholic and a devout one, and he strongly believes that marriage and 
the home are based squarely on religious and Christian influences. It is a thoughtful 
book, if not profound, a good book to place in the hands of young husbands and new fa- 
thers, if they happen to be Catholic. (Publ.) 


‘ Bruce 
PAUL THE APOSTLE $7.50 


This is a full length biography of Paul presented in a scholarly form but with 
a most interesting style. The author, a distinguished Catholic theologian, hag given us 
the results of a thorough research into the original sources and an examination of the 
more important interpretations of the life and teaching of Paul. Particularly interest- 
ing is the introductory background material expounding the bearing of the geographical, 
cultural and intellectural environment and religious background upon the personality of 
Paul. The chapters on Paul's physical appearance and his health are of unusual interest. 
The story of Paul's.life, from the stage of the persecutor of Christians through his 
conversion, into his career as the great missionary and apostle to the Gentiles, follows 
the outline given in the Book of Acts, which, with the Pauline epistles, is the only 
original source of information concerning Paul's life. Riciotti's interpretation of Paul 
is the traditional one, save that he emphasizes the mystical nature of his experience 
more than many New Testament students would do. The data concerning Paul's martyrdom at 
Rome is drawn from Catholic tradition and is not historically verifiable. The arrange- 
ment of the book makes it eminently adaptable for use as a text book for Gatholic semin- 


aries. It is not likely to appeal to the laity. (8/10) 


Riciotti, Giuseppe 
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Shuster, George N. Bruce 
CULTURAL COOPERATION AND THE PEACE $2.50 







The president of Hunter College in New York, an influential Catholic layman, 
here shares with a wider group a lecture given under the auspices of the National 
Catholic Educational Association at Loyola University, New Orleans. It is a thoughtful 
and thought-provoking consideration of one of the basic issues of our day: How can we 
promote understanding and cooperation between peoples of differing cultures? Dr. 
Shuster approaches this question as one who has been active in UNESCO and who is com- 
mitted to this attempt to secure cultural cooperation. At the same time, he has speci- 
fic suggestions to make to his Catholic audience as to how their Church could function 
more effectively to that end. He advocates a Catholic Association for International 
Peace which will sponsor conferences between Catholics of divergent cultures. He sees 
the need of a Catholic Institute for Russian studies. Finally, he urges the establish- 
ment, preferably in Germany, of a School for Advanced Intercultural Studies. The 
Bt). of view of the vere and its ‘suggestions are worthy of considerable attention. 

1 






























Clarkson, Tom . aaa . | Farrar, Straus & Young 
: : LOVE IS MY VOCATION $3.00 


The author has given to this book the descriptive sub-title: An Imaginative 
Story of: St. Therese of Lisieux. The auther has indeed drawn on his imagination and 
upon his devotion to the memory of this saint who has so captured the hearts of Catho- 
lics. But he has also studied the known historical facts concerning the life of St. 
Therese and has but woven back into the life stery the embellishments which the venera- 
tion accorded this figure in later years has created and naturalized. It is a beauti- 
fully written book, quite uncritical as is most biography, but a labor of devoted love 

® for one who in her life demonstrated that "the greatest of these is love". (8/24) 


DeWolf, L. Harold Harper 
A THEOLOGY OF THE LIVING CHURCH $5.00 


* Nowadays works endeavoring to set forth a systematic theology are apt to 
run to several large volumes. Professor DeWolf of Boston University has compressed 
his thought into one volume but he has nevertheless covered the entire field. The 
comparative brevity of this presentation precludes the discursive following of philo- 
sophical by-peths so characteristic of much recent theological writing, so that the 
writer's main theses are the more easily followed. It should be a valuable text book 
for seminarians and for Protestant ministers who are interested in theology. DeWolf 
is one who has not thrown in his lot with the neo-orthodox theology. In fact, he has 
been and is extremely critical of some of its emphases. Nevertheless, his theological 
liberaligm has been modified by recent developments in Christian thought. Particularly 
refreshing is the author's attempt to relate theology to life and to show the bearing 
of Christian convictions upon the affeirs of the work-ea-day world. He would have the 
theologian ¢ down from his ivory tower and speak in a language which modern man 
can undevetdl ‘The ground covered in the six parts of the book includes: Presupposi- 
tions of a abi iasice Theology, the Bible, God and the World, Man, Christ and Recon~ 
ciliation, and the Kingdom and the Church. A book which will attract considerable 
attention in Protestant theological circles. (7/22) 
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Oldham, J. H. Harper 
LIFE IS COMMITMENT $2.50 


For a generation J. H. Oldham has been a name to conjure with in that part of 
the English-speaking world which is interested in relating the Christian faith to the 
life of the world today. Long a leader in the missionary movement as secretary of the 
International Missionary Council, he has been one of the leaders of the ecumenical 
movement leading to the formation of the World Council of Churches. As editor of the 
Christian News-Letter, Dr. Oldham gave stimulating guidance to the thought of Christian 
leaders with respect to the cataclysmic events of the past twenty-five years. The 
present volume grows out of lectures in which Oldham endeavored to present his own 
basic convictions about the place of Christianity in the world today. His own thinking 
revolves about the idea that today of all times "one cannot live without committing 
oneself, and the more wholeheartedly one commits oneself the more one enters into the 
fullness of life". In dealing with the basic doctrines concerning Man, God, Christ, the 
Church and the World, Dr. Oldham writes primarily for two classes of people: (1) those 
who are as yet uncommitted to any form of Christian belief, but are open minded; (2) 
those Christians who find it difficult to relate their faith to the realities of life 
today. As Oldham is widely known in Protestant circles in this country this is a book 


which should be in demand. (7/22) 


Cliffe, Albert E. Prentice-Hall 
LESSONS IN SUCCESSFUL LIVING . $2.75 


The author of this book is a Canadian, a layman of the Anglican Church. 

Having himself been healed by the power of prayer, he is now devoting his life to ex- 
pounding the principles of spiritual healing. Coupled with this emphasis is the con- 
viction that worry, anxiety and failure disappear from the lives of those who are "in 
tune with the Infinite" and give the power of God free rein in their lives. Judging 
by the popularity of the books of Norman Vincent Peale this too may have a large sale. 
The author still clings to his church and its teaching and sacraments, but reads into 
it more than is ordinarily done. (7/30 LC 53-9625) 7 


Van Keuren, Floyd Scribner 
THE GAME OF LIVING $2.50 


* Something of philosophy, something of psychology, something of religion 
mingled with good common sense and spiced with a delightful sense of humor is the re- 
cipe from which this book has been prepared. It is an adult, subtle and quite delight- 
ful exposition of life in which the author compares all of its essential elements to 
those of a game. There is the chief player - you, studied in terms of an analysis of 
the human personality; your fellow-players, be they team-mates or opponents, viewed in 
terms of human relations. There are the rules established by tradition, custom and 
the nature of the game. There is the physical setting of life - our material environ- 
ment corresponding to the tennis court or baseball diamond. There is religion - God 
and Christ - giving meaning and significance to the game. All the experiences of life - 
the bitter and the sweet - the sad and the joyous - can be met in the spirit of a 
game. Even death can be a great adventure. "God, give me calm and confidence, and 
please - a twinkle in my eye“ is the prayer with which the book closes and expresses 
the key-note of the book. Liberal Protestant in the point of view. (8/24) e 





